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‘Iwa Ji'in Anambra, 'Tri Aju’ in Ebonyi; 'Iri Ji* and 'Tkeji'in

Imo, 'Iri Anu' in Udi area of Enugu State; 'Eke Egwu’ and
'Ihu Ji' in Igbo speaking areas of Rivers and Delta States
respectively. Whatever name it is called, the New Yam

Festival holds the same significance in terms of definition
and content across the Igbo race. Prior to the advent of

"colonialism and Christianity, with the attendant shift of
focus towards Christmas and Easter, the New Yam
Festival had been the biggest and most important
singular event with enough clout to make every Igbo
indigene come running home from wherever he/she
resides.

It was an occasion for honouring Ahajioku or Ifejoku (as
the Igbo deity of harvest is known in Imo and Anambra

States respectively) for a rich and abundant harvest. The
town's Chief Priest had the responsibility of leading the
people in this sacred ritual to the shrine of Ahajioku, and
offering the biggest of the yam in appreciation, while
praying for a better harvest year ahead.
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'1 In recent times, traditional rulers

 perform this lead function, which

~ was formerly the prerogative of the
chief priests. As custom demands
and as the leader of the community,
the traditional rulers lead their
people in thanksgiving service
sequel to the festival proper. One
factor has however remained
constant through the ages; there is
a compulsory thanks-giving
offering, which ushers in the yearly
harvest of new yam and in essence,
the harvest season.
It is a firm belief among Igbo
people, like most other tribes in
Nigeria, that appreciation of past
favours is a guarantee for receiving
greater ones.

— WHYNEWYAM ©

 FESTIVAL?.

One may ask, Why not new cassava
or cocoyam festival? Since all are
valued staple crops among the
Igbos. The reason for this special
privilege accorded 'yvam' as a crop is
cultural and gquite simple. By its very
nature as the largest agricultural
tuber in the land, yam has always
been a man's crop as against




























